Cocoanut Grove night club, Boston,
USA, 1942

492 fatalities and very many casualties.




Cocoanut Grove night club
(basement and street level plans)
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These plans are probably inaccurate
in some details but are correct in

regard to the major features having
bearing upon the loss of life.

Reproduced courtesy NFPA



Cocoanut Grove night club fire

This fire, in an over-packed night club in the evening of 28
November 1942, caused 492 fatalities and very many.
casualties.

The planning of the means of escape was poor and many
doors were locked. The fire spread very rapidly over
combustible finishes, panic occurred and bodies piled up at
two exits.

The bullding had an official capacity of around 600 but on
the night of the fire there were estimated to be 1000 people
present. From outward appearances the building was one
storey.

The fire began in Melody Lounge in the basement where
there were highly combustible decorations and cloth linings
to the celling and walls. It spread up the staircase cutting| off
the enly visible exit (the main entrance) and spread
threughoeut the club in a very short time. People had ne
warning of the fire




